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05. Industry Matters

Bushfire Home Recovery  
Workgroup Update 

Design Matters National Members who have volunteered their 
time currently include: Belinda Stewart, Steve Schenk, Geoff 
Hoare, Sean Hamilton, Courtney Campbell, Jessica Fredericks, 
Ryan Wilcox, Ben Parkinson, Dominique Hunter.

The workgroup is compiling lists of contacts across local councils/
shires, community groups industry professionals and local media 
outlets that will assist and support the workgroup’s program. 

The group is also identifying council initiatives in high-fire-affected 
municipalities which fast-track planning approvals, particularly 
for rebuilds. This information will assist the workgroup to form 
working relationships with and between bushfire affected 
councils, their planning officers and accredited Design Matters 
National Members.

The workgroup is also seeking opportunities to talk with local Fire 
Services and government Bushfire Recovery about the voluntary 
BAL Ratings Building Designers did previously for the affected 
community. A one-day induction was provided by the Fire Services 
and our Members volunteered their time visiting community 
members and providing correct BAL ratings. 

Dominique Hunter has designed a process map to highlight 
differences in time between Vicsmart vs traditional planning and 
to clearly denote the ‘one-stop shop’ role of a Building Designer 
throughout the process for bushfire victims.  

The workgroup is also reviewing a list of the benefits of appointing 
a Building Designer which currently includes:

• Assisting in the entire process of design, obtaining permits, 
tendering to builders and review construction progress to 
issue of occupancy permit. 

• Explaining the entire process and all the variations through 
the planning process of potential planning/zoning overlays.

• Arranging the building permit/planning permit to demolish 
the building or part of a building.

• Arranging the planning permit through local shires and 
liaising with fire authorities if the property is in a Bushfire 
Management Overlay (BMO) and also engaging with various 
specialist consultants in the planning process;

• Designing a new home by working closely with the client on 
the plan;

• Supporting the vision of the clients brief to design and 
deliver a ‘home’;

• Appointing a building surveyor (or liaising directly with the 
local shire) to arrange a building permit to rebuild a new home;

• Appointing all necessary sub-consultants through the process;

• Appointing a registered builder and manage the process for 
the client;

• Supporting and providing regulatory guidance to owner-builders;

• Ensuring the major domestic building contract is in the best 
interests of the client and that it complies with bushfire-
prone-area regulations (i.e., built to a minimum of BAL 12.5);

• Liaising with the building surveyor at every site inspection,  
if requested;

• Arranging the occupancy permit and certificate of final inspection. 
Building Designers do not arrange an occupancy permit.

A dedicated webinar series, “Bushfire Home Recovery”, is currently 
in development and will be hosted by Members with vast 
experience and expertise working in these affected communities.  

The Bushfire Home Recovery Workgroup has convened three times and is making good progress in its information-
gathering phase to develop a planned approach for our Members to assist those affected communities. 

To make a contribution to the Bushfire  
Home Recovery Workgroup, please email  
editor@designmatters.org.au

A ‘one-stop shop’ role 
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